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collectors and students, who have hitherto been largely shut
out from this field for need of an available guide.

Another work, which has recently been published in
England, on an even more obscure and difficult series, in
which the ground had to be largely ploughed as well as sown,
is the Catalogue of the Coins of the AndJiras and the Western
Kshatrapas, dc., by Professor E. J. Rapson. He has lately
left the British Museum for a Chair at Cambridge, very much
to its loss, for his knowledge of the history and archaeology
of India and its neighbours is phenomenal. He has been
for many years a co-editor of our Chronicle, and an ever-
accessible friend to all students. You will allow me to
express the hope from this chair that he will continue to visit
our meetings and contribute to our transactions, and to let
us profit by what is even better than his knowledge, namely,
his urbanity.

His work deals with the coinages of certain dynasties of
India. The first of these whose coins are described is that of
the so-called Andhras, who sprang from the country of the
Dravidian Telugus between the rivers Kistna and Godavery,
north of Madras. They formed part of the empire of the
great Buddhist king As*oka, but were never completely con-
quered by him. On his death they became independent, and
eventually formed a most potent empire including the present
province of G-ujerat, parts of Malwa, Central India, and
Berar, the Northern Konkan, and the portion of the Bombay
Presidency lying immediately north of ISTasik, when their
rulers bore the proud title of Lords of the Deccan. Their
history ranges roughly from the beginning of the second
century B.C. to the first part of the third century A.D. Accord*
ing to the Puranas, it consisted of twenty-nine kings and lasted
for 456 to 460 years, a period during which Indian history is
very largely to be gathered from coins and inscriptions, and
has been pieced together in a scientific fashion only in recent
years. While the series of the Andhra coins is unfortunately